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Overview of Presentation

• Washington State Legislature Overview

• 2023-2024 Session Recap
• Congressional Update

• Potential Legislative Priorities for 2025
• How to get involved!

• Update from Chapter Leadership
• Legislative Conference/Upcoming Advocacy Partner’s Events



WA Legislature/ 2025 
Session
• The Washington State Legislature has 147 seats, 

49 members in the Senate and 98 members in 
the House. 

• WA committees have three types of actions: 
work sessions (issues are reviewed), public 
hearings (testimony is taken), and executive 
sessions (committee takes action).

• WA has a biennial session, meaning legislative 
sessions are two years. The 2025-2026 session 
begins January 13, 2025.

• The first year of the session (2025) lasts 105 days. The 
second year of the session (2026) lasts 60 days.



Washington State’s Executive Branch
• Washington’s new Governor is Bob 

Ferguson (D). He heads the 
executive branch, is responsible for 
enforcing laws, and has the power 
to approve or veto bills.

• Prior to being Governor, he served 
as the State’s Attorney General from 
2013-2024.
• Governor Ferguson replaces the 

previous Governor Jay Inslee.



2023-2024 WA Legislative Activity By 
the Numbers

Legislative Activity Stats:

• Nearly 2,826 bills and resolutions were introduced in the 
2023- 2024 legislative session

• There were 30 executive vetoes

• 807 bills became law

• Looking ahead: WA is back in session on January 13, 2025!



Trending Issues Across the States
• In the 2024 state legislative sessions, state Chapters, of all sizes, 

have been busy advocating for policies that help both patients and 
clinicians. Between 2023 and 2024, ACC Chapters have engaged 
in various issues at the state level, but some key priorities continue 
to span the states.



2023-2024 WA-ACC Endorsed 
Legislation

HB 2122/SB 6165 Clinician Wellness

HB 2476/SB 6309 Medicaid Reimbursement

HB 2476/SB 6309 Medicaid Reimbursement

SB 5580  Maternal Health

HB 2122/SB 6165 Clinician Wellness
Required confidentiality for clinician wellness 
programs.

HB 2476/SB 6309 Medicaid 
Reimbursement

Legislation aimed to address Medicaid 
reimbursement for specialty providers.

SB 5580  Maternal Health
Comprehensive legislation that expanded 
access to postpartum Medicaid coverage. Bill 
was signed into law! 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/6165.pdf?q=20250102092524
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2476.pdf?q=20250102092631
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2476.pdf?q=20250102092631
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5580-S2.SL.pdf?q=20250102091528


Congressional Update

• Continuing Resolution: On December 20, the House and Senate 
both passed a stopgap package to avert a government shutdown.
• The package funded the government through March 14 and extends 

telehealth flexibilities through March 31. It included more than $110 
billion in disaster aid and a one-year farm bill extension.

• The Hearts Act passed, establishing a grant program to support the 
purchase of AEDs, CPR training, and the development of cardiac 
response plans in schools.

• Next Steps:
• Conversations continue to pass legislation to retroactively alleviate the 2.8% 

Medicare reimbursement cut.
• Secure funding for the Hearts Act in FY 26.



Anticipated Legislative Issues in 
Washington State for 2025

ACCESS TO 
AEDS IN 

SCHOOLS

BAN SALE OF 
FLAVORED 
TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS

MEDICAID 
REIMBURSEMENT 

FOR SPECIALTY 
CARE PROVIDERS

GROW/ 
MAINTAIN 

HEALTH CARE 
WORKFORCE



How Do We Get WA Lawmakers to 
Listen? How Can You Get Involved?

• Grassroots Action/ Communication

• Action Alerts

• Social Media

• Press/Op-Ed

• Use Institutional Footprint

• Academic Connections

• Professional Organizations

• Staying in Touch & Taking Action

• In-person meetings

• Virtual meetings

• Informal social meetings

• Hosting a Lobby Day

• Legislator Practice Visit 
Program

• Getting involved in the 
legislative process



Grassroots Advocacy- Action Alerts!

• Action Alerts allow members 
to communicate directly with 
their state and federal 
legislators or regulators to 
support and oppose important 
legislation, with just a couple 
of clicks.

• Action Alerts are sent to 
members via email or text. The 
higher the participation, the 
bigger the impact!



Legislator Practice Visit Program

• Provides lawmakers the opportunity to witness 
first-hand how the CV care team provides patient 
care

• Visits can be hosted in a variety of settings, 
including academic centers, hospitals, clinics, 
and private practices

• Visits can be scheduled for both federal and 
state lawmakers

• To get started, contact
• Meg Novak (mnovak@acc.org) for visits with 

federal lawmakers or 
• Erin Bailey (ebailey@acc.org) for visits with state 

lawmakers

mailto:mnovak@acc.org
mailto:ebailey@acc.org


Updates from Chapter 
Leadership



Legislative Conference 2024 By the Numbers

• 470 cardiovascular clinicians attended

• 175 first-time attendees

• 100 medical students, residents, fellows-in-training, and early career 
attendees

• 60 CV Team attendees

• 250+ congressional meetings

• 30% increase in signatories of letter to U.S. House leadership urging 
elimination from 2.8% Medicare cut and inflationary update

Save the Date for next year’s conference: Oct. 5-7, 2025!



Upcoming Advocacy Events in WA

American Heart 
Association’s Lobby Day

February 12, 2025
• Register here: 

https://act.yourethecure.org/eqewjow

WSMA Annual 
Legislative Summit

January 22, 2025
• Free for all WSMA 

members- register 
on WSMA’s website

WSMA Legislative Session 
Preview Webinar- Friday, 
January 10th 12pm-1pm

https://us06web.zoom.us/me
eting/register/tZwocO2spz8u
EtYsOT3E93dreST3TmVl4WP
x#/registration

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect.checkpoint.com%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fact.yourethecure.org%2Feqewjow___.YzJ1OmFjYzI6YzpvOmRkZTZkZGJhZWExZDBmYTQzMmM5MjNiYWNlNGNhMGZlOjc6YzYzODo5NzNmMzMzMDBlZGI4ZDQyNGNlNGI3NWI0YjFmY2ViNTQ1OTAxNzY0NWRhNmVmODAzZDdiODc0MGRhZjBiMWRiOmg6VDpG&data=05%7C02%7Cebailey%40acc.org%7C285d9b97a73541b7abfa08dd1fb79500%7Cbdf854f3a6c34c69b46c68dc94dbd55b%7C0%7C0%7C638701595551573735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E9qsZNgHR1Q5eDdEol5SVbz4gcCQQsWKyj2Z3TcXfoY%3D&reserved=0
https://wsma.org/wsma/events/wsma_legislative_summit/legislative_summit.aspx?hkey=795731a5-79ba-45b0-b78b-b9dfbfc336e5&WebsiteKey=c182ff6d-1438-4899-abc5-614681b54927
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwocO2spz8uEtYsOT3E93dreST3TmVl4WPx#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwocO2spz8uEtYsOT3E93dreST3TmVl4WPx#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwocO2spz8uEtYsOT3E93dreST3TmVl4WPx#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwocO2spz8uEtYsOT3E93dreST3TmVl4WPx#/registration


Have Ideas for State Advocacy? 
Want to Get Involved?

Contact:

Erin Bailey (ebailey@acc.org), ACC State Team

Ruchi Kapoor, MD, PhD, (ruchik@cardiology.washington.edu), WA-ACC 
Advocacy Chair

mailto:ebailey@acc.org
mailto:ruchik@cardiology.washington.edu
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