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Governor Elections Coming This Fall!

Our Chapter President also serves as Governor for WA ACC on the national ACC Board of Governors.
The term is three years. President Tim Dewhurst’s term ends March 31, 2017.0ur election for his
replacement occurs this fall (President elects are in training for 1 year before they ascend). If you are
interested in running, or would like more information let us know. Otherwise - be on the lookout for your
ballot and be sure to VOTE!
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President’s Corner
Tim Dewhurst, MD, FACC

President/Governor

Time is flying by, 2015 is half gone. We are only 4 months from our annual state
meeting (November 13-14 in Seattle), There will be plenty of time for networking as
well as two great educational sessions, a poster session for the fellows and a
thought provoking dinner speaker. If you haven'’t already done so, please

Reqister here.

While the SCOTUS decision on federal subsidies did not directly affect Washington
state, it does mean that the ACA will continue to grow and cover more Americans. Our insurance
commissioner, Mike Kreidler, recently testified to the US House of Representatives Ways and Means
Committee (Transcript here). He noted that a higher percentage than ever before of Washington
residents now have coverage and that premiums are going down. With fewer barriers to seeking care,
we will be able to continue to improve the cardiovascular health of Washington residents.

Maintenance of Certification continues to be revamped. Cardiologists with subspecialty ABIM
certifications no longer need to take general cardiology re-certification exams. ABIM has created a
subspecialty cardiologist board to guide the process for cardiology board certification. Washington has
great representation with both Drs. Stout and Patton on the board. The chair, Dr. M Jessup describes
the function and process of the board in this article.

It is also time to ask for nominations for the next Washington State Governor. Please contact me or the
state office. The next governor will serve as Governor elect from April 2016 to March 2017 and Governor
and from April 2017 to March 2020. It is a rewarding and educational experience. Please contact me
directly with any questions or nominations.

The ACC'’s efforts to effect change on the political level continue. We have an incredible reputation as
a patientand data first organization on the hill. Our ability to shape the future of health care reimbursement
is upon us. Consider joining us in DC in October for the annual legislative conference.

The agenda for the ACC’s 2015 Legislative Conference, which will take place Oct. 18-20 in Washington,
DC, is shaping up nicely. During the conference, hundreds of attendees will get the inside scoop on
regulatory changes, legislative action and the state of cardiology, and have the opportunity to meet
face-to-face with lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

continued next page...
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President’s Corner, confinued . . .

On Sunday, Oct. 18, ACCPAC will host a special reception and dinner featuring Pulitzer Prize-winning
syndicated columnist, author, political commentator and physician Charles Krauthammer, MD. Please
contact Kendra Adams at kadams@acc.org or 202-375-6440 for more information and to RSVP for this
event.

Washington’s participation in the ACCPAC remains low with only 1% of the members participating and
less than $2000 donated so far this year. Our ability to influence legislation does relate to the ACCPACs
ability to open doors. The ACCPAC donates to all parties, looking to work with those legislators who
understand the medical practice of today and tomorrow. Consider donating and joining.

To register for the 2015 Legislative Conference, click here.

2015 Legislative Conference
Registration Now Open

ACC Legislative  october 18-20
Conference 2()15 it

October 18-20, 2015
Washington, DC
Don’t miss this unique opportunity
to hear directly from the experts!

Check out all the details for the 2015 Legqislative Conference

Reaqister now!
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ABIM Eliminates ‘Double Jeopardy’ MOC Requirement

In response to input provided by the ACC and other cardiology specialty societies (SCAI, HRS and
HFSA) around the American Board of Internal Medicine’s (ABIM’s) new requirements for Maintenance
of Certification (MOC), the ABIM today announced it is eliminating the requirement to maintain underlying
certification in a foundational discipline in order to remain certified in a subspecialty.

The “double jeopardy” provision noting it was clearly an important topic to the internal medicine
community. According to the ABIM, it will begin implementing the new requirement now, with the change
to be fully effective as of Jan. 1, 2016. The change does not affect the requirement for initial certification.
Eliminating the double jeopardy faced by interventional, electrophysiology, adult congenital heart
disease and advanced heart failure colleagues who initially had to pass both the general cardiology and
sub-subspecialty boards is among the several changes strongly recommended by the College and the
broader internal medicine community.

Read more on the change and ACC’s ongoing efforts around MOC.

MOC Process Changes from ABIM

An email from Richard J. Baron, MD, president and CEO of the American Board of Internal Medicine
(ABIM) was released recently to the internal medicine community outlines changes to its controversial
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program. In conversations with ACC leadership, Dr. Baron has
expressed gratitude for the ACC’s support as well as its frank and constructive criticism during the past
year of transition. Learn more about the changes in a post by ACC President Patrick T. O’Gara, MD,
FACC on the ACC in Touch Blog here. The College is continuing our efforts to educate our members
about the new requirements and provide them the tools and resources necessary to help them meet
these requirements as efficiently as possible. The ACC has created an MOC Hub with details about
ABIM’s current MOC program to inform and help ACC members navigate the changes. Learn more
here.
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What You Need to Know About MACRA Legislation

The ACC has developed a detailed summary to help members navigate the recently passed Medicare
Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 (MACRA), legislation that touches upon many areas
across the health care spectrum. Most notably, MACRA permanently repeals the Sustainable Growth
Rate formula and reauthorizes funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program for two years.
Beginning July 1, clinicians will begin receiving a 0.5 percent increase to Medicare payments. This
payment increase will continue annually until Dec. 31, 2018. Starting in 2019, clinicians will choose
from one of two pathways: the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) or Alternative Payment
Models. Eligible professionals who elect to participate in MIPS will receive annual payment increases
or decreases based on their performance. MACRA also streamlines the three existing quality reporting
programs — Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS), Meaningful Use and Value-Based Payment
Modifier — into one system, eliminating three separate reporting deadlines. Read more about how
provisions included in MACRA will impact you and your practice on ACC.org.

JACC Holds Impact Factor SGR is Repealed! Now What?
Ranking as #1 CV Journal in the Understanding MACRA
World

For th q , the | of Webinar - July 30, 2015
or tne second year In a row, the Journal O 7-30 pm - 9:00 pm ET

the American College of Cardiology (JACC)
was listed as the #1 cardiovascular journal in

the world. According to the 2014 Impact ESR or CMR? Which One Better
Factors for Journals, JACC holds the top Predicts Response to Medical
position among all 123 cardiovascular journals . . .

in scientific impact with an impact factor of Therapy in Pericardial
16.503 in 2014, up from 15.343 in 2013. These Constriction?

2014 Impact Factor results are based on Jul 09, 2015 | Mario J. Garcia, M.D., FA.C.C.
citations from the 2013 calendar year, when

Anthony DeMaria, MD, MACC, was JACC Article Review

editor. The results also showed impact factor

and ranking improvements for JACC: Editors’ Pick

Cardiovascular Interventions and JACC:

Cardiovascular Imaging. Among all other A relatively common syndrome, constrictive
cardiovascular journals, the ACC publishes pericarditis often represents a diagnostic and a
three of the top 10 in the world. Check out the therapeutic challenge. Pericardiectomy, the
JACC Journals online. definitive treatment for most patients with this

condition, carries significant morbidity and not
infrequently... Click here to see full article.
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ACC’s Quality Improvement Efforts Make Headlines

A recent New York times article titled “A Sea Change in Treating Heart Attacks” highlights the 38
percent decrease in coronary heart disease deaths from 2003 to 2013, a result “spurred by better
control of cholesterol and blood pressure, reduced smoking rates, improved medical treatments — and
faster care of people in the throes of a heart attack.” The article chronicles how the ACC’s Door to
Balloon (D2B) initiative has helped more than 1,200 hospitals nationwide improve the timeliness of
reperfusion therapy for patients with heart attacks by facilitating the adoption of evidence and guideline-
based best practices. Thanks to the D2B initiative, “Now, nearly all hospitals treat at least half their
patients in 61 minutes or less...” D2B is part of ACC’s suite of quality initiatives, designed to support
local efforts with structured quality improvement projects to achieve specific goals. Building on the D2B
initiative’s success, last year the ACC launched Surviving MI, a quality initiative to help hospitals reduce
30-day mortality rates for heart attack patients through organizational culture change and the creation
of a hospital learning network. Learn more about D2B, Surviving Ml and Hospital to Home, part of
ACC'’s Quality Improvement for Institutions, at CVQuality. ACC.org.

CMS Releases Proposed 2016 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule and
Hospital Outpatient Rules

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has released the proposed 2016 Medicare
Physician Fee Schedule, which addresses Medicare payment and quality provisions for physicians in
2016. Under the proposal, physicians will see a 0.5 percent payment increase on Jan. 1, 2016. Next
year will be the first of several years of predictable payments resulting from the legislation that
permanently repealed the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) this spring. CMS estimates that the physician
rule will neither increase nor decrease payments to cardiologists from 2015 to 2016. This estimate is
based on typical practice and can vary widely depending on the mix of services provided in a practice.
The Physician Fee Schedule comes on the heels of the proposed 2016 Hospital Outpatient Rule
released last week, which indicates a -0.1 percent payment update for hospitals. Shortly before the final
rules are released, experts will discuss the proposed rules, ACC’s comments, and other relevant
regulatory items during a panel at the ACC’s 2015 Legislative Conference, which will take place Oct.
18-20 in Washington, DC. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about the hot button issues facing health
care and ensure the voice of cardiology is heard on Capitol Hill.

Read highlights from both rules on ACC.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

More details at www.waacc.org.

September 10, 2015

WA ACC Cardiovascular Team Symposium

5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Courtyard Spokane Downtown Marriott at the Convention Center

October 18-20, 2015
ACC'’s 2015 Legislative Conference
Washington, D.C.

October 22 - 24, 2015

15th Annual Maui Cardiovascular Symposium,
Maui, Hawaii

November 13-14, 2015
WA ACC Annual Meeting, Hotel 1000
Seattle

Stay In Touch with the ACC via Social Media

Stay in touch with the ACC and the latest clinical and advocacy news through ACC in Touch. ACCinTouch
connects ACC members and those interested in cardiovascular news through popular social networking
channels like Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and YouTube. Join each of these networks to connect with
ACC members and those interested in cardiology. In addition to the ACC’s main Twitter profile
@ACCinTouch, the College also has a profile dedicated to advocacy-related news (@Cardiology).
CardioSmart, the ACC'’s patient education and support program, also has patient-centered cardiovascular
news available through_Facebook, Twitter (@CardioSmart), and YouTube. For more information about
ACC'’s social media channels, visit ACC.org/ACCinTouch.
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