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Save the Date!
Annual Washington Chapter 

Meeting

November 13-14, 2015
Hotel 1000, Seattle

Stay tuned for more information!

Congratulations to our National 
Awards Recipients!

Cardiovascular Health Outcomes and 
Population Genetics

Catherine Benziger, MD, Seattle

Congratulations to our Newly Designated 
Associates of the American College of 

Cardiology
Rose Laporte, NP, AACC, Tacoma

Patricia R. Rantos, NP,  AACC, Seattle

Full Set of Prevention Guidelines Now Available via ACC’s Guideline Clinical App 

Version 2.0 of the ACC’s Guideline Clinical App is now available on the Apple and Android platforms. With the 
addition of the Guideline on Lifestyle Management to Reduce Cardiovascular Risk and Guideline for the Management 
of Overweight and Obesity in Adults, the app now contains the full set of clinical prevention guidelines released by 
the ACC/American Heart Association in 2013. These additions expand the collection of clinical guidelines in the app 
which already includes guidelines on assessment of cardiovascular risk, treatment of blood cholesterol, atrial fibrillation, 
heart failure and valvular heart disease. Download the free app in the iTunes or Google Play app stores.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.acc.org/tools-and-practice-support/mobile-resources/features/guideline-clinical-app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/acc-guideline-clinical-app/id931723742?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bbi.accorg.cardiosource.american_college_of_cardiology&hl=en
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President’s Corner
Tim Dewhurst, MD, FACC
President/Governor

It is a great time to live in Washington, except if you are a skier this winter.  New England not 
only took home the Super Bowl, but they also got all of our snow (and that of all the western 
states). While the East Coaster’s have spent the winter digging out from endless storms, your 
ACC has been busy and there is a lot to report this quarter.

Locally, we participated in a state lobby day with the America Heart Association in Olympia on Feb 3rd.  Recognizing 
that this is a tough year in Olympia with the Supreme Court mandating education funding, we joined the AHA to ask 
the legislature to support several bills.  We asked them to support funding of the tobacco cessation efforts within the 
department of health.  Did you realize that none of the money the state receives from the mammoth tobacco settlement 
in 1998 is directly earmarked for tobacco prevention and or cessation?  Also, we supported a house bill to require the 
DOH to mandate that all newborns be screened with pulse oximetry as a tool to catch critical congenital heart disease.  
This bill has passed the house unanimously and is working through the senate health care committe.

We are holding a Washington State ACC annual meeting the weekend of November 13 and 14th in downtown 
Seattle.  The venue will be the Hotel 1000 and we’re very excited to be partnering with them.  Watch the state website 
for details as they become available.  We will have great speakers, some debate sessions, poster sessions for fellows and 
ECPs, and a mix of scientific and cardiology business topics.  Most importantly there will be plenty of time to network 
with each other and realize the strength and breadth of our membership. I look forward to you spreading the word and 
participating.

We are starting a process to engage with health insurers in WA State to discuss the burden of pre-authorizations and 
prior authorizations and how we can use the existing science to have a better process.  A survey was sent out last week 
- please let us know via the survey or by email how this affects your practice.

On the national scale, everyone not off the grid ought to have learned that the ABIM has changed its requirements 
and procedures for Maintenance of certification.  A year ago, at the ACC annual meeting in the other Washington, the 
ACC Board of Governors had Dr. Richard Baron, head of the ABIM as a guest speaker at our conference.  I think Dr. 
Baron heard loud and clear from Governors all over the country that the ABIM’s policies were unacceptable.   ACC 
national leadership, led by President Pat O’Gara, worked hard along with other ACC leaders over the last year to 
achieve these changes.  As part of these changes, two of our local members (Drs. Karen Stout and Kris Patton) became 
members of the cardiology specialty board that ABIM established.  While the apology from ABIM was long and the 
actions tangible, I do not believe they went far enough.  The costs are still too high and the mandate of having to do 
MOC credits and a 10 year exam are not supported by data. We need to keep the pressure on ABIM to become and 
stay relevant.  Evidence based outcomes on board certification are needed.

          Continued next page . . .

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
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President’s Corner, continued . . .
Finally, like a reformed smoker, I want to challenge you to participate in the legislative process.  Before I took this 
esteemed position, I had little respect for, nor understanding of, the role that the ACCPAC has in helping move health 
policy forward.  As of press time, there is more of a possibility of repeal of the SGR than ever before.  Your support of 
ACCPAC helps us connect with legislators and make this happen. The political reality in DC is that, without campaign 
donations, getting into the office of a lawmaker to explain your viewpoint is quite difficult.  The ACC has a great 
reputation on the hill (with members of both parties) as being a forward thinking, data driven organization that is out 
to improve health care, not just our members’ financial status.  

We are in the beginning of a once-in-a-generation opportunity to reshape health care and provider reimbursement so 
that incentives are aligned and waste is eliminated.  Please understand that when the current 18% of national GDP 
spent on health care is reduced, there will be losers.  As professionals who have the knowledge and skill to advocate for 
our patients, we have to be strong advocates for who we are and what we do.  We need to demonstrate higher value 
than many others with vested interests in the current medical-industrial complex.  To achieve this we need your 
participation in the ACCPAC.  Being a member is much more important than the amount of money contributed.  In 
2014, only 3% of WA members participated (16!) and in total $ we ranked 21st in the country.  (It is illegal for any 
portion of your Dues to be earmarked for the ACC PAC) My challenge to all of you is to raise participation to at least 
10% and a total over $10,000.  This requires 40 new contributors at only $100 a year (less than $10 a month!).  This 
gets us a better seat at the table to define our professional future.  Be sure that the insurance industry and imaging 
manufacturers are going to be at the table.  Do they add more value to health care than we do?

As always, thank you for letting me lead our chapter over these 3 years.  Please contact me with any questions, 
comments, gripes or thoughts.

UPCOMING EVENTS

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.waacc.org
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Advocacy - An Individual Right and a Professional Responsibility
In a recent post on the ACC in Touch Blog, Richard Chazal, MD, FACC, vice president of the ACC, explores 
professional responsibility to advocacy and the ACC's most recent efforts in health policy. "The ACC's long-term 
advocacy focus has been, and continues to be on the ultimate wellbeing of patients, both in the U.S. and around the 
globe. One need only look at some of the College's recent efforts to make this point: advocacy for funding for 
cardiovascular research; advocacy for the use of scientific registries for quality improvement; advocacy for pulse ox 
legislation and smoke-free laws. The list goes on. Expansion of work into the international sphere is also underway. 
The College has played an integral role in global policy efforts to battle non-communicable diseases and is working 
with partner societies and ACC International Chapters around the globe to support policies aimed at improving heart 
health and reducing cardiovascular mortality." Read more on the ACC in Touch Blog.

Take Action: Write to Your Legislators in the 
114th Congress
The 114th Congress has convened in Washington, DC, and the 
ACC needs your help with education and outreach! With a number 
of new lawmakers and a shift in power in the Senate, now is a 
crucial time for ACC members to educate policymakers about the 
impact their decisions have on patients, providers and practices. 
Clinicians are able to offer unique, patient-provider expertise at a 
time when the future of medicine is being debated. Our members 
are critical components of our congressional grassroots efforts. The 
ACC's key priorities for 2015 are to: 

• Creating a value-driven health care system
• Ensuring patient access to care and cardiovascular practice stability
• Promoting the use of clinical data to improve care
• Fostering research and innovation in cardiovascular care
• Improving population health and preventing cardiovascular 
disease

Click here to send a pre-populated letter to your legislators. The 
ACC community must urge members of Congress to reduce 
regulatory burdens on clinicians and support our efforts to provide 
the delivery of high-quality, cardiovascular care. 

Download the ACC Advocacy 
Action mobile App!

ACC members can engage with lawmakers 
and influence health policy with the ACC 
Advocacy Action mobile app. The app 
includes an interactive congressional directory 
to locate lawmakers, timely talking points to 
share during congressional visits, an event 
scheduler to keep track of Capitol Hill 
meetings, social media tools to engage with 
legislators, and more. The app is available on 
iTunes (iPhone, iPad) and Google Play 
(Android devices).

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://blog.acc.org/post/advocacy-individual-right-professional-responsibility/
http://auth.acc.org/ACCFederatedLogin/Login?src=Advocacy&SP=Advocacy&targeturl=https://accadvocacy.com/sso.aspx
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/acc-advocacy-action/id905043425?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.acc.app.android.ui&hl=en
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TVT Registry collaboration Creates Hope For Future Biomedical Innovation
A recent ACC in Touch Blog post authored by John D. Carroll, MD, FACC, member of The STS/ACC TVT Registry 
Steering Committee, explores the connection between biomedical innovation and collaborations surrounding the 
TVT Registry. “The TVT Registry serves as a model of innovation for future registries and the future of patient-
centered care,” he writes. Read more.

Dive Deep Into Your Area of Practice 
with ACC.org Clinical Topic 
Collections

By subscribing to one or more new in-depth clinical 
topic collection on ACC.org, ACC members can 
view customized content recommendations and 
elect to have email digests delivered right to their 
inbox. Clinical topic collections serve as centralized 
homes for guidelines and clinical documents, 
educational products, patient cases, expert 
commentary and more, all related to a specific topic 
area. Personalizing your ACC.org experience by 
subscribing to clinical topic collections is easy. Log 
into ACC.org, choose from the list of more than 20 
clinical topic collections, select a topic and click on 
the “notify me” button in the upper right corner. 
Sign up and manage the frequency of your email 
digests for your selected topics, as well as other 
newsletter subscriptions through My 
Communication Preferences. For help getting 
started on the new website, visit the ACC.org Quick 
Start Guide.

ACC Archived Webinars

Did you know that you can find archived 
webinars from throughout the years from the 
ACC on ACC.org? 

As a member, you have access to this wealth of 
information here. To access them, you must 
have an ACC.org log-in and use the 
confirmation code and webinar access link 
emailed to you once you.

Questions? 
Contact ACC’s Resource Center at Phone: 
202-375-6000, ext. 5603 or 800-253-4636, 
ext. 5603 or 
resource@acc.org.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://blog.acc.org/post/tvt-registry-collaboration-creates-hope-future-biomedical-innovation/
http://www.acc.org
http://www.acc.org
http://www.acc.org/clinical-topics
http://www.acc.org/clinical-topics
https://www.acc.org/login?returnUrl=http://www.acc.org/my-acc/my-communication-preferences
https://www.acc.org/login?returnUrl=http://www.acc.org/my-acc/my-communication-preferences
http://www.acc.org/footer-pages/quick-start-guide
http://www.acc.org/footer-pages/quick-start-guide
http://www.acc.org
mailto:resource%40acc.org?subject=
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The American College of Cardiology (ACC) exclusively endorses The Doctors Company, the nation’s largest physician-
owned medical malpractice insurer. This malpractice insurance program through the ACC is the first to focus on 
general cardiologists, interventional cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons, and pediatric and adult congenital 
cardiologists. Working together, we identify areas for improvement in the treatment of people with heart disease, 
educate members about clinical events identified as high risk, and provide members with patient safety tools and 
programs. The Doctors Company offers ACC members a unique combination of coverage features, aggressive claims 
defense, superior protection, and unrivaled rewards—including the Tribute® Plan, a financial benefit that rewards 
doctors for their loyalty and their commitment to superior patient care. More benefits for ACC members include:

•    Program discount of 5 percent for qualified members with a favorable claims history.
•    Claims-free credit of up to 25 percent for eligible members.
•     Additional premium savings of up to 10 percent by participating in two of the following ACC programs:   
     PINNACLE Registry®, maintenance of certification, or the Patient Safety and Risk Management  
      Self-Assessment Program (SAP). The SAP option provides 12 CME credits.

To take advantage of these exclusive savings, call (888) 830-4163.

Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) Clarification
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued guidance stating that eligible professionals' (EPs) 
"services provided at or on behalf of an independent diagnostic testing facility (IDTF) align with the billing methodology 
used for PQRS; therefore, these EPs are eligible and able to participate in PQRS." For 2013 and 2014, CMS excluded 
IDTF services from PQRS reporting due to their billing methodology; however, CMS clarifies that these services do 
align with the Part B methodology used for PQRS, and will be counted for 2015 reporting. EPs who rendered services 
at or on behalf of an IDTF will not be subject to the 2015 or 2016 PQRS payment penalty for services billed under 
the IDTF Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN). If these EPs receive Part B Medicare Physician Fee Schedule 
reimbursements in 2015 reflecting a PQRS penalty, the claim will be automatically reprocessed to correct the payment. 
EPs rendering services at or on behalf of an IDTF should participate in the 2015 PQRS reporting period to avoid the 
-2 percent payment adjustment on 2017 payments. All EPs must report under each National Provider Identifier/TIN 
combination under which they are submitting Part B claims to avoid any PQRS penalties. CMS sent this clarification 
to subscribers of the PQRS Listserv on Feb. 25 with additional information on IDTF services eligible for PQRS 
reporting. It will be posted soon on the PQRS FAQ. The ACC continues to work with CMS to obtain policies and 
guidance to help you successfully participate in PQRS. Contact Christine Perez at cperez@acc.org with questions.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/ICN909060-IDTF-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://public-dc2.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USCMS_520
https://questions.cms.gov/
mailto:cperez%40acc.org?subject=
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May 29 - 31, 2015    •    Hollywood, CA

VIP UPGRADE AVAILABLE

Exclusive opportunities to meet and interact with 

Malcolm Gladwell and Siddhartha Mukherjee, M.D!


