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Join us for the

Annual Washington ACC
Chapter Meeting

November 13-14, 2015
Hotel 1000, Seattle 

Full Agenda
•	 ACC Quality Efforts, How to Leverage Post-SGR
•	 Cardiology and ACOs, Best Guesses from The Front 

Lines
•	 ACOs in Washington State. State of the ART
•	 The Business Of Cardiology Panel: What Does the 

Future Hold?
•	 Juried Fellows Poster Presentations
•	 Safety and Work Flow Processes in the Airline 

Industry: How They Apply to Medical Care Teams

Special guest speaker, Robert Shor, MD, FACC, 
Chairman, ACC Board of Governors

Have You Paid Your Dues?
ACC Member Renewals are Due Dec. 10! 

Renew your access to benefits worth 
thousands.

ACC.org/Dues@ACCChapters

Check it out! 
CardioSmart.org is all new and includes 
tons of new modules and valuable resources 
for your patients and practice. Be sure to 
take advantage of this powerful tool!  

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.waacc.org/calendar/event-annual-agenda-11-2015.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wa-acc-annual-meeting-tickets-16696388347
http://www.ACC.org/Dues #ACCChapters
https://www.cardiosmart.org/
https://www.cardiosmart.org/
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President’s Corner
Tim Dewhurst, MD, FACC
President/Governor
I hope that I will see many of you at our annual meeting at the Hotel 1000 in 
Seattle on November 13 and 14th!

 We have an awesome agenda and plenty of time to meet new and old colleagues 
during this two  day meeting. Friday afternoon is dedicated to a session on the 
business of medicine, including specialty participation in ACOs. Friday evening will 

include poster presentations by fellows and a dinner social event. Saturday will have clinically relevant 
sessions including sessions on congenital heart disease in adults, lipid guidelines and management of 
multiple anticoagulants. Click here to register if you have not done so already.  Valet parking is included.

Earlier this month, five Washington ACC members, three of whom were nurse practitioners, as well as 
our two chapter staff/executives joined at the national ACC legislative conference. While SGR has been 
revealed, it has been replaced by MACRA.  This is an outline, in which we have a golden opportunity to 
reform physician payment into a value-based system where our knowledge and intellectual skills can be 
valued more than a nuclear stress test. Inevitably, as part of healthcare reform, we must get costs under 
control. There will be groups of people or businesses or industries who will lose dollars in this reconfiguration. 
I would argue, from an unbiased perspective, that the losers should not be patients or providers. You can 
be assured that the groups with most to lose (insurance companies, perhaps? ) will have lobbyists in force 
in Washington DC to ensure their place at the trough of healthcare dollars continues. 

We need to be equally active as the leading professional society of evidence-based medicine. If you have 
not yet joined the ACC PAC, please consider even a token donation of $25 or $50. While the dollars 
certainly do count, the more members we have who participate, the stronger our stand when we go and 
talk to our elected officials.

On a more local front, the state health technology assessment committee is once again looking at 
percutaneous coronary intervention. Here is the link to their website.

As important as the link to their documents, here is the link to the statute in Washington state law that 
establishes their existence. Please note that cost is the focus, not to ensure the best care for patients. 

Public comment is open until November 18th. The ACC will be sending in a formal response. The 
Society for Coronary Angiography and Intervention (SCAI) will likely also do so. Please feel free feel 
free to join our efforts or add your own comments to this.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wa-acc-annual-meeting-tickets-16696388347
https://www.accpacweb.org/ssl/
http://www.hca.wa.gov/hta/Pages/stent-rr.aspx
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.14.100
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As of today, data on several measures related to percutaneous coronary intervention and 
implantable cardioverter defibrillator procedures are publicly available for the first time. 
CathPCI Registry®  hospitals and ICD Registry™ hospitals that volunteered to participate in 
the ACC’s public reporting program now have their results posted on FindYourHeartaHome.
org, powered by CardioSmart. By publicly reporting, hospitals demonstrate their dedication 
to quality improvement and transparency, and empower patients to make informed decisions 
about their cardiovascular care.

“Our hope is that by tracking and publicly reporting these measures we can raise awareness of 
variation where it exists and help to ensure consistent, evidence-based care is provided across 
the U.S.,” said ACC President Kim Allan Williams, Sr., MD, FACC.

Hospitals can opt in to publicly report at any point by submitting a data consent form for the 
CathPCI Registry and/or ICD Registry. Hospitals that choose not to publicly report will be 
listed as “not participating” with ACC public reporting.

The ACC has developed a Public Reporting Communications Kit to help participating 
CathPCI Registry and ICD Registry hospitals communicate their participation in ACC’s 
public reporting program and their measure performance. If you are part of a hospital that is 
participating in this public reporting effort, feel free to pass the CathPCI Registry 
Communications Kit and/or ICD Registry Communications Kit along to your communications 
or public relations team. (Note: you must be logged into ACC’s Quality Improvement for 
Institutions Site to access the communications kits). 

NCDR hospitals can also download a new Data Quality Checklist to ensure that all steps in 
their data management process produce complete, accurate, reliable and valid data.

Read more on ACC.org. Patient-focused information on the measures is available at 
FindYourHeartaHome.org, powered by CardioSmart.  

Hospitals Nationwide Begin Reporting PCI and ICD Measure 

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.FindYourHeartaHome.org
http://www.FindYourHeartaHome.org
http://www.FindYourHeartaHome.org
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Washington ACC Awards Travel Grants for  
ACC Legislative Conference

Leilani Siaki, PhD, NP-BC 
Nurses at all skill and educational levels advocate for patients daily at the clinical level. As a first time 
attendee, it was exciting to see this strong team approach to advocacy at the National level to improve 
access and quality care for patients across all settings, facilitate Advance Practice Providers to practice 
to the full extent of their training, education, and skill level, (force multipliers) and provide a 
mechanism to develop the scientific evidence on which our practice is based.  This experience enhanced 
my appreciation for the hard work, diligence, and commitment of those who work behind the scenes 
to promote optimal care, research opportunities, and professional development. I would recommend 
this opportunity for all ACC members.

Patricia Rantos, ARNP
Government behind the scenes. It is a process that most U.S. Citizens only learn about in school and 
hear about on TV. Thank you Washington State Chapter for providing me the opportunity to travel 
to our nation’s capital and play a small role in helping to forward the ACC legislative process.

The face of health care is changing, both in the way health care is delivered and the way it is reimbursed. 
One of the goals of the 2015 ACC Legislative session was to say “thank you” to our legislators for the 
passage of MACRA, which is a positive step in health care funding. ACC is encouraging federal 
agencies to work with specialty societies in the development of alternative payment models and 
meaningful quality measures.

As a nurse practitioner, I was excited to deliver a message of support from The American College of 
Cardiology for H.R. 3355/S. 488 to staffers in the offices of Senators Patty Murray and Adam Smith. 
It was a great honor to speak with Senator Maria Cantwell directly, about the benefits to patients that 
passage of this bill will have by providing expanded access to cardiac rehabilitation. The measure 
allows physician assistants, nurse practitioners, and clinical nurse specialists to supervise cardiac and 
pulmonary rehabilitation programs; now only allowed under direct physician supervision. Being a 
part of the 2015 ACC Legislative session was a wonderful experience. I am glad I stretched my wings 
and became involved. It was an educational experience and I look forward to participating in future 
Legislative sessions.

See below for some thoughts from our 2015 grant recipients.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

IHE Connectathon Registration is Open
The Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE) Connectathon is a cross-vendor, live, supervised and 
structured testing event attended by more than 100 participating vendors and more than 550 engineers 
and information technology (IT) architects. These experts will meet in Cleveland, OH, Jan. 25—29 
for one full week of interoperability testing and problem resolution. IHE is a unique collaboration of 
health care professionals and industry focused on improving the way computer systems in health care 
share information. The ACC has partnered with IHE to develop cardiology profiles for cardiac 
catheterization, echocardiography and stress testing workflows, electrocardiogram retrieval, 
implantable device cardiac observations, and cardiovascular displayable reports. Registration is now 
open. 

ACC Response to ABIM Report on Vision for Certification and MOC Programs 
in 2020
The American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) in September released a report entitled “A Vision 
for Certification in Internal Medicine in 2020,” that was drafted to inform the reshaping of ABIM’s 
Certification and Maintenance of Certification (MOC) programs. It includes three key 
recommendations that are similar to those being proposed by the ACC on behalf of its members, as 
well as the rest of the internal medicine community. Specifically, the report proposes to: 1) replace the 
10-year MOC exam with more frequent, less burdensome assessments; 2) focus assessments on 
cognitive and technical skills; and 3) recognize specialization. Read the full report here and read 
ACC’s statement in its entirety here. 

Join the Senior Cardiology Workgroup
As the baby boomer generation approaches its eighth decade, ACC leadership is eager to focus 
attention on the special attributes and needs of this large cohort of maturing cardiologists, and the 
potentially unique contributions they might make to the College and our profession. As of March 
2015, there are approximately 12,668 FACC members who are 60 years of age and older, of this 
group, 8,615 are not emeritus status and 4,053 are designated emeritus.  Most of the emeritus members 
are age 75 and older.  60+ non-emeritus FACCs tend to mirror FACCs in general in terms of non-age 
demographics and needs.
 
The College invites you to join the Senior Cardiologist work group led by Samuel Wann, MD, 
MACC. Please contact Ashton Princell at Aprincell@acc.org if you are interested in learning more.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.ihe.net/Cardiology/
http://www.iheusa.org/connectathon-registration.aspx
http://www.iheusa.org/connectathon-registration.aspx
http://blog.acc.org/post/acc-board-issues-guidance-next-steps-moc-effort/
http://assessment2020.abim.org/final-report/
http://blog.acc.org/post/acc-response-abim-report-vision-certification-moc-programs-2020/
mailto:Aprincell%40acc.org?subject=
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UPCOMING EVENTS

November 13-14, 2015
Agenda

November 19-20, 2015 

Agenda

 
Register here

February 13, 2016

Is Your ACC Member Profile Up-To-Date?
The ACC wants to make sure it's sending members only the most relevant information. To that end, 
the College is encouraging all members to update their ACC profile, including contact information, 
specialty areas, clinical interest areas and practice information. Don’t miss out on the latest cardiovascular 
research, new clinical guidelines, advocacy updates, ACC news and member benefits. Update your 
profile online at ACC.org/MyProfile.

Check out the Special Issue of @ACCinTouch Cardiology Magazine which focuses on Member 
Sections ACC.org/Cardiology #ACCChapters.

http://www.waacc.org
mailto:waacc%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.waacc.org/calendar/event-annual-agenda-11-2015.pdf
http://caacc.org/events/event-controversies-11-2015-agenda.pdf
https://yourethecure.org/aha/advocacy/eventdetails.aspx?EventId=206
http://www.ACC.org/MyProfile
http://www.ACC.org/Cardiology #ACCChapters

