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Physician Payments
Sunshine Act

"Sunshine" is in the Forecast: Industry must begin 
data collection for the Physician Payments 
Sunshine Act, also called the Open Payments 
program, on Aug. 1. Review a recent webinar to 
find out how the law will affect you. The Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has also 
released an app to help physicians keep track of 

payments from industry.  Download it here.

Some important dates:
August 1 - Data collection begins

March 31 of each year - Industry reports information 
to CMS

September 30 - First reports made public
Reports available annually on June 30 each year  

following 2014.

Congratulations to 
Michael H. Duong, M.D., F.A.C.C.!

Dr. Duong of  Everett, WA, won a pair of airline 
tickets for renewing his ACC membership early!  

Don’t forget to get your renewal in!
Go to Cardiosource.org to do so.

mailto:annie%40aminc.org?subject=
http://accwebinars.cardiosource.org/session.php?id=10987
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/open-payments-mobile-for-physicians/id667567467?mt=8
http://www.cardiosource.org/Login.aspx?PageType=%7b2EBF91B2-01FF-4FF8-B66C-C9D58C6C6E79%7d&rurl=http%253a%252f%252fwww.cardiosource.org%252fACC%252fACC-Membership%252fJoin-or-Renew-Your-ACC-Membership%252fAnnual-Dues.aspx
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Navigate PQRS Rules with ACC’s 2013 Primer
In 2015, CMS will penalize physicians who do not participate in the Physician Quality Reporting 
System (PQRS) in 2013. It's time for cardiologists to make an informed decision about how 
best to begin participating or make some changes  to how they participate in PQRS in 2013 and 
beyond. Navigate new PQRS rules with ACC’s 2013 PQRS Primer. 
Questions? Contact vbp@acc.org.  

Reimbursement Change on the Horizon
Starting on July 1, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) now require claims 
including CPT codes for transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) (0256T, 0257T, 0258T, 
0259T, 33361, 33362, 33363, 33364, 33365 and 0318T) to contain the following before they will 
issue reimbursement:

•	 Clinical trial registry number (an eight digit number preceded by "CT")
•	 Q0 modifier
•	 Secondary diagnosis code of V70.7 (examination of participant in clinical trial)

Click here or more information.

CMS Releases Proposed 2014 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has released two proposed rules 
with important ramifications for cardiovascular professionals. These rules address Medicare 
payment and quality provisions for physicians and hospital outpatient services in 2014. The 
rules indicate that physicians will receive a more than 22 percent decrease in 2014 as a result 
of the legally mandated Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) and that hospitals will receive a 1.8 
percent increase in payment. As in previous years, the ACC continues to fight to avoid the 
physician payment cut. Aside from the across-the-board cuts associated with the SGR, CMS 
estimates that the physician rule will increase payments by 2 percent to cardiologists between 
2013 and 2014. This estimate is based on typical practice and can vary widely depending on 
the mix of services provided in a practice. Read some of the other most important proposals 
for cardiology contained in the rules in the July 8 issue of the Advocate here. More details will 
be posted on Cardiosource.org.

mailto:annie%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.cardiosource.org/~/media/Files/Advocacy/Physician%20Payment/2013%20PQRS%20Primer.ashx
mailto:%20vbp%40acc.org?subject=
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coverage/Coverage-with-Evidence-Development/Transcatheter-Aortic-Valve-Replacement-TAVR-.html
http://www.cardiosource.org/Advocacy/Newsletter.aspx
http://www.Cardiosource.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
www.accwa.org

ACC Legislative Conference: September 22-24
Heart House on the Hill

Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Bob Woodward will kick off the ACC’s 2013 Legislative Conference 
on Sunday, Sept. 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fairmont Hotel in Washington, DC. Woodward will 
deliver the keynote remarks during the annual ACC Political Action Committee (PAC)-sponsored 
dinner. His speech, titled “Presidential Leadership and the Price of Politics,” will be the 
centerpiece of a fascinating and thought-provoking evening. Register for the conference by 

clicking here and reserve your dinner tickets by contacting 
Lucas Sanders at lsanders@acc.org.

Check out the
ACC in Touch Blog

Check out the  newly revamped ACC in 
TouchBlog at blog.cardiosource.org for 

multiple posts each week on hot topics. 

Here are some of the hottest posts from the 
end of last month – although there are many 

more from earlier in the month:

•	 A June 27 post by Mary Norine Walsh, MD, 
FACC focuses on accreditation of 
advanced heart failure and transplantation 
cardiology. 

•	 A June 17 post by BOG Chair David May, 
MD, FACC explores the much needed 
relationship and collaboration within the 
house of cardiology.

And many more!

mailto:annie%40aminc.org?subject=
http://www.accwa.org
http://www.cardiosource.org/Meetings/Legislative-Conference.aspx
mailto:lsanders%40acc.org?subject=
http://blog.cardiosource.org/
http://blog.cardiosource.org/post/advanced-heart-failure-and-transplantation-cardiology-a-subspecialty-receives-accreditation/
http://blog.cardiosource.org/post/physicians-need-to-work-as-a-symphony-in-medicine/
http://blog.cardiosource.org/

